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Speaker’s Bio : Sayedeh Hajar Hejazi  
• Senior researcher of the first Geneva Human Rights at Sea Declaration 

• First Iranian lady researcher & Expert of  law at sea _ocean governance, 
counter maritime terrorism and human rights at sea, Iran

• Speaker at World Maritime University ,Empowering Women in Maritime  
Community  Conference 2019 on Human rights at sea subject, Sweden  

• Speaker at FINS & SAGAR Maritime Security and Safety Conference in 
India on human rights at sea subject, India  

• Ambassador of Human rights at sea of Indian Seafarers on Behalf of 
International Maritime Federation (IMF), India 

• Former Senior Researcher & Scholar at Human Rights at Sea, London (UK)

• Associate member at the Nautical Institute, London 

• WISTA Member 





Capacity of applying Human Rights at sea in Iranian’s Ports 

Legal System and Enforcements Code of Law at Iran  



United Nations Convention Law of the Sea       
(UNCLOS)

Lack of human rights at sea 
obligations

Lack of enforcement and proper legal 
system 



Need of Human Rights for Ocean 
Governance 

• Human rights at sea needs protection as 
well as it does need on land but we could 
not mistaken in land system of human 
rights with system of human rights at sea 

• This is a Global Issues 



Lack of Human Rights at Sea as a Global Issues 

• Human rights at sea applies to all individuals without 
discrimination it means, that applies on seafarers, their 
families, pirates or passengers 

• Lack of Human Rights at sea and Applicable Legal System 
is a Global Issues which effects seafarers and their 
families at sea and on land 



The requirements of Human Rights at Sea 
Declaration 

lack of awareness

lack of law and insufficient law enforcement on high seas  as well as 
ports 

States are not able to have jurisdictions beyond 12 nautical miles 
from the coast



Rights of seafarers 

The seafarers have a right to a safe and secure 
workplace, where safety standards are complied 
with, where you have fair terms of employment, 
decent living and working conditions and social 
protection such as access to medical care, health 
protection and welfare.



‘Out of sight is out of mind’ must be strongly 
challenged

•Seafarers are classified as workers  

•Seafarers lives involves:

Physical abuses 

Mental abuse

Seafarers  abandonment is a case of mental and physical torture 

Crimination 



How to obtain seafarer's Rights 

•Contract: between ship’s owner and seafarers 
• The ship: has the nationality of the flag regardless of 

location or the nationality of seafarers 
•Port state: inspection and exercise state power over 

the ship while it ‘s in the port 
• The seafarers home countries should provide support 

and assistance its consulate offices wherever seafarers 
need support 



Port State duties and obligations  
MLC 2006 &ISPS CODE 

➢



Islamic Republic of Iran has capacity 
to support and develop Seafarers rights 
• The Islamic Republic of Iran had ratified 

MLC 2006 Convention

• The Islamic Republic of Iran had Ratified 
UNCLOS 1982 

• The Islamic Republic of Iran is one 
of the first sates to support and 
develop :

HUMAN RIGHTS OF SEAFARERS 



How to support 
international 
seafarers at Iranian 
ports as the port 
state ?



Importance of Right of Transit Passage & 
Human Rights at sea at Striate of Hormoz 

The State of Iran and Port & 
Maritime Organization and 
State authorities mandate to 
Strive for a better Security 
and Safety  of International 
Seafarers at Iranian 
Territorial waters considering 
current circumstance at 
Iranian waters and ports 
(2019)



Importance of Innocent passage and applying 
Human rights at sea at Striate of Hormoz

UNCLOS 1982 ,Article 19,P2

Customary law 

Applying Human Rights security and safety of seafarers, People and 
Passengers at striate of Hormoz 



Applied Human rights at sea in Iran 
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Human Rights at Sea System is different from Human rights on Land 
in Iran which could be the same at many countries 

➢Human rights at sea legal system should be apply at very different 
system on land and I kindly request United Nation and IMO and  
such organization  to Stand for Seafarers and take an action to apply 
human rights at sea and make it separated from human rights on 
land 

➢We need a new maritime administration system to apply , monitor 
and governance Seas and high seas 



Positive Action & reports of Applying 
Seafarer’s Rights in Iranian’s Ports 



Positive reports of applied  Human Rights at sea in I.R. Iran 



Statement of Human Rights at sea 
issues in Iranian Ports  

Statement of Solutions 



Iran hold the first charter 
of Human Rights in 
History likewise now it 
has the first Iranian 
lawyer  and researcher to 
drafted the first Geneva 
Human Rights at Sea 
Declaration and Develop 
it



The requirement of Human 
Rights at Sea Declaration 
States are not able to have jurisdictions beyond 12 

nautical miles from the coast 



The modern day Law of the 
Sea and International 
Human Rights Law, that
when combined, come 
under the title of ‘Human 
Rights at Sea’ must now
coexist and be bound it 
together and have a value 
to our individual human
rights, for better ocean 
governance and the world 
at large in terms of security, 
safety and freedom of 
navigation

www.humanrightsatsea.org
www.humanrightsatsea.org/publications/   
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Seafarers should always be aware of their human 
rights, whether on
land or on the earth's vast oceans and Seas 


